"Capital Cloakroom" on Station WCBS and CBS Network, New York, August 2, 1962 
at 10:10 p.m. 


Senator Neuberger Comments on Regulation of Cigarette 

Sales 


GUEST: Senator Maureen Neuberger 

PANEL: Nancy Hanschman Dickerson, George Herman, Charles Von Fremd 
of CBS News. 

DICKERSON: "Senator Neuberger, you mentioned research and develop¬ 
ment. Soon there will be a study to figure out how smoking and air 
pollution affects peoples' health, namely does it bring about cancer 
or other diseases. 

"You also have been very active in suggesting that this be 
done, that this kind of research be done. Would you suggest that 
the Congress pass any kind of a law or do anything before the results 
of that study are reported?" 

NEUBERGER: "Well Nancy, I felt that the materiel, that had 
come to me across my desk from reputable authorities, such as the 
Harvard Medical School, National Institute of Cancer (sic) and so on 
had provided me with enough material that the President didn't need to 
appoint his advisory committee, but I realized that my strength — my 
position will be strengthened by waiting for a report from his committee. 

I just have one worry about it. 

"They're going to try to appoint people to this committee who 
haven't publicly stated any kind of position about how they feel about 
a connection between cigarette smoking and human ailments. 

"Well in my opinion anybody that's really worth his salt in the 
field of science and development has already long since come to an 
opinion, because since 1933 there have been reports coming out — Dorn 
report, many other scientific reports which shows a very close connection. 
So either you've got to take a new-born scientist or somebody has just 
stayed so sterile from the thing that I'm worried that it may not be 
too effective, but believe me I've seen to it that the President haw 
the material that came to me." 

VON FREMD: "Senator Neuberger, I'd like to ask this question 
following along this same line. As a two-pack-a-day man and a fellow 
who enjoys an occasional drink of bourbon, I don't doubt for a minute 
that these things don't do me any good. On the other hand I still take 
my chances with them because I enjoy it. 

"What is it that you're seeking? That the Government explain to 
people that smoking and drinking isn't necessarily good for you, or — 

I'm not quite sure that I understand what it is that you're..." 
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NEUBERGER: "Why do you bring in the drinking? I don't think I've 
mentioned'that." 

VON PREMD: "Well in one of your recent newsletters I noted that 
you mentioned the Seventh Day Adventist men who for religious reasons refrain 
from both smoking and drinking and they have 90 percent fewer lung 
cancer cases and ^0 percent fewer heart attacks and I assumed that you 
were bringing the alcohol into this..." 

NEUBERGER: "Yes. Yes. No, it just so happened that they are in 
that group. But I really believe that the evidence I have that smoking 
is much more harmful than the consumption of alcohol. 

"What I assume is that the Government has an area -- let me say 
first of all that I'm not for legislating against sin or anything of 
that sort..." 

BERMAN: "You're not for new prohibitions." 

NEUBERGER: "No..." 

DICKERSON: "Are you for legislation against smoking?" 

NEUBERGER: "I'm not for legislation against smoking. And I avoid 
legislation where possible. But if we can have seme regulation through 
our regulatory bodies such as the FTC, which is the Federal Trade 
Commission, which can control the advertising of nicotine products so 
that there is a complete warning of their inherent danger, if through 
our education department we can advise in curriculum showing yo ung 
.people before they start to smoke of what might be ahead of them, if the 
food and drug can require some labeling of tar and nicotine content. 

"You know nicotine is in most people's mind a drug but because 
of some kind of influence somewhere in our background tobacco has remained 
sort of in suspension. It's neither a food nor (sic) a drug, and yet if 
you take the nicotine out of it you can classify nicotine as a drug. 

”So I think it should come under the surveillance of the FDA." 

HERMAN: "You would be satisfied perhaps with a bill that would 
put it under the jurisdiction of the Food and Drug Administration and then 
subject to all its laws?" 

NEUBERGER: "And I would have to go further about the advertising 
which would allow the Federal Trade C ommi ssion to have seme say." 

HERMAN: "Doesn't this take you into a pretty broad field where 
all advertising will be reviewed for such — such content?" 

NEUBERGER: "Well it is now. It is more likely to ccme under the 
survey and criticism of the FTC really than tobacco, and almo st every¬ 
day now you can pick up a magazine or a newspaper and find where 
the FTC is going after an advertiser. I think we had one having to do 
with the saving of sandpaper and so forth." 
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HERMAN: "But this was, if I may just pursue this point a moment, 
this was representation in the advertising. If the advertiser merely 
says for example about a cigarette that it makes you feel good, that it 
tastes good and in no way misrepresents it deliberately or actively, then 
what can the FTC do under existing law?" 

NEUBERGER: "Yes, but I think we can prove that it's just as 
important that it carry what is the skull and crossbones on some poisons 
and other medicines. I believe that there is evidence that we can 
label it with some determination of that kind." 


- XXX - 
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